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overview
Dear Members and Non-Members:
I hope you, your family, friends and co-workers are all doing well and have survived the COVID
pandemic…while the year of 2020 was relatively good for our industry, it was a disaster for many
industries, businesses and people. Our hearts and prayers go out to all of those negatively effected
by this scourge. As we finished 2020 and began to enter the new year, we have had metals markets
going up dramatically, based on restocking inventory and supply chains. We are hoping and looking
forward to a new year in 2021 and hope that we can continue growing, and solving some of the
problems facing our industry and communities.
In 2020, the Association continued to prove its’ strong value to our members. As we enter 2021,
please know that our team continues to work diligently to provide you with the highest level of
legislative, organizational, and member support possible.
We ask that you respond to promptly and encourage you to invite new members to join as well.
The GRA benefit of receiving regular legislative updates and other communication will only be
available to current paid members. If you are a prospective member, we have provided you with
this newsletter and complimentary emails and events in hopes that you will join the association.
Please join now so you can receive these critical updates, and to enjoy the full benefits of GRA
membership as well. Please feel free to contact me or anyone on our team with questions or
suggestions.
JOIN NOW:
Year-round advocacy representation before the General Assembly, state agencies, law enforcement, etc.
Weekly legislative report during the session
Quarterly newsletters
Networking opportunities at GRA hosted events
Education opportunities to help grow your business

Thank you for your continued support of the Georgia Recyclers Association.
Please feel free to contact me, if I ever may be of assistance.
Best regards,

Bobby
Bobby Triesch
Georgia Recyclers Association, President
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Metal Recyclers are
Essential Businesses!
February 8, 2021:
The Georgia State House of Representatives recognized the Georgia Recyclers Association,
the Georgia Recycling Coalition, and the Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries as an essential
part of the supply chain needed for the production and manufacture of goods and products in
Georgia and throughout the world. The members of the house further commended the three
organizations for their role in maintaining the economic viability of the supply chain for
Georgia's manufacturers and their employees.
FULL RESOLUTION

2020:
Due to the hard work and advocacy by the Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries (ISRI), the Department of
Homeland Security designated scrap yards as essential businesses on March 25, 2020.
During a time where many businesses were forced to quit operating, we were able to keep our doors open and
remain valuable resources to our communities.
Through your investment as a GRA Member, The Hudson Group spent many hours on this issue for our benefit.
We are grateful to them for their hard work on our behalf.
As you are aware, the GRA sent Governor Kemp a letter requesting that we be granted this designation, and why
it is critical for us to keep our doors open and material flowing to consuming mills. The GRA is also appreciative
of additional support for our industry in Georgia by S.A. Recycling and Pull-A-Part in this effort, as their
government relations professionals are also very much engaged in this critical effort to ensure our ability to
remain operating and protect our jobs.
The scrap recycling industry and the member companies of the Georgia Recyclers Association are an essential
component of the overall manufacturing industry in the state. Our businesses provide many of the raw materials
and products to plants and factories for a wide variety of Georgia industries, from steel to agricultural
manufacturing and many points between. Our facilities also serve as an outlet for the processing of recyclable or
reusable materials stream, that if disrupted, would have the effect of “choking off” critical manufacturing
operations.
The scrap metal recycling process allows us to continue to use these metals again and again without degradation
so that we do not need to deplete the environment of these crucial natural resources.

BOLO: Stolen Catalytic Converters
WHAT: Catalytic converter is an exhaust emission control device that reduces toxic gases and pollutants in exhaust gas from an
internal combustion engine into less-toxic pollutants. Converters are typically found beneath the vehicle, in the exhaust system,
in front of the muffler.
WHY: The “active ingredients” in a catalytic converter are the precious metals platinum, palladium, and rhodium. The value of
these metals is in the thousands of dollars per ounce, with rhodium currently valued at over $20,000 per ounce. While the
amounts of these metals in a converter is small, the value of a converter for recycling is in the hundreds, and in some cases, over
a thousand dollars. As a result, in Georgia and around the country, the theft of catalytic converters from individual vehicles,
fleets and dealerships, and even from recyclers, has skyrocketed. Converters can be cut from beneath a vehicle with a batteryoperated reciprocating saw in as little as 90 seconds. Unfortunately, auto manufactures do not include a unique identifying
number on catalytic converters, but more and more, there may be an owner affixed identifier such as an engraved number,
and/or paint marking. Replacement of a converter on a vehicle can cost thousands of dollars.
GEORGIA LAW: The law is CLEAR that a buyer of a catalytic converter that is not attached to a motor vehicle, must be a
registered Secondary Metals Recycler. Section 10-1-350 et.seq. O.C.G.A. defines a catalytic converter as Regulated Metal
Property and a Secondary Metals Recycler as anyone paying compensation for Regulated Metal Property from a fixed location,
or otherwise. So, anyone paying for (buying) a catalytic converter meets the definition of a Secondary Metals Recycler. A buyer
may claim that they are buying the converter as a “core” for rebuilding or resale. Catalytic converters are not rebuilt and cannot
be resold for reuse without extensive testing and individual certification by the seller, under US EPA regulations. Catalytic
converters are being sold for recycling, not for reuse, or as a core, and the buyer is regulated under 10-1-350.
Additionally, there are specific requirements for the purchase of a catalytic converter that is not attached to a vehicle. They can
ONLY be purchased from a LICENSED (and the license must be presented and scanned/photocopied by the Secondary Metals
Recycler at the time of purchase):
1.
2.
3.
4.

New or used motor vehicle dealer ore used motor vehicle parts dealer;
A motor vehicle repairer;
A manufacturer or distributor of catalytic converters; or
From another registered Secondary Metals Recycler, who has reported the purchase of the converter as required to the GBI
in accordance with 10-1-359.5; or

A seller with:
1. Verifiable documentation (such as a receipt of work order) showing that the converter being sold is the result of a
replacement of a catalytic converter. The documentation must include the make, model, year of the vehicle from which the
converter was replaced; AND
2. A copy of a certificate of title or registration showing that the seller owns the vehicle (matching) from which the converter
was replaced.
All purchases MUST be made by check and must be reported into the electronic database operated by, or on behalf of the GBI,
and again, ONLY by a REGISTERED Secondary Metals Recycler.
PENALTIES – Any person who BUYS or SELLS a converter in violation of these statutes, is guilty of a misdemeanor for first
offense, a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature of a second offense, and a felony for third or subsequent offenses.
Failure to register as a Secondary Metals Recycler is a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature.

Are you Registered with the Sheriff's Department?
As a reminder, Georgia state law requires that each recycler
register annually with their local sheriff’s department. Please
be advised that if the recycler has multiple locations, that
registration and payment must be made for each site.
It should be noted that the sheriffs do not issue annual
invoices, so it is up to the recycler to arrange the yearly
registration and payment of the $200 registration fee.
This requirement also applies to transient recyclers. If buying or selling regulated metal
property from other Georgia recyclers, it is advisable to ensure that the recycler registers with
their local sheriff’s department.
You may find your local sheriff's department information here:
Access the Georgia Sheriff’s Association database of registered recyclers here:
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 10-1-359.1, secondary metals recyclers who purchase regulated metal
property in any quantity must register with the sheriff’s office(s) in the county(s) that they
operate within, effective July 1, 2012.
An individual or business who purchases any amount of regulated metal must register annually
as a secondary metal recycler. If the individual or business collects, hauls, or obtains metal
without paying for it, registration is not required.
A secondary metals recycler is defined as any person who is engaged, from a fixed location or
otherwise, in the business in this state of paying compensation for regulated metal property that
has served its original economic purpose, whether or not engaged in the business of performing
the manufacturing process by which regulated metal property is converted into raw material
products consisting of prepared grades and having an existing or potential economic value. Each
sheriff’s office is mandated by law to register secondary metals recyclers annually who conduct
business within the county.
The sheriff’s office registers the recycler, maintains a record of each, and enters the registration
information into a statewide database searchable by law enforcement and the public.

Non-Compliant Georgia Recyclers
The majority of Georgia
recyclers are operating within
the state laws that regulate
the secondary metals
recycling industry.
We go to great efforts and
expense to stay compliant
with payment methods and
collect the required
information, photos, and
transaction details.
It is very frustrating when we
hear of transient or rogue
recyclers unfairly competing
with those of us that play by
the rules.
This is unfair competition to
legitimate recyclers, and in
many cases, can provide an
incentive and a market for
theft of metals.

The GRA can assist
members on the proper
action to take when they
hear of illegal recycling
activity - be it the illegal
payment with cash, not
requiring appropriate
documents and records
storage, and the purchase of
prohibited items without
proper documentation.

Local law enforcement was
pleased to hear from us and
promptly dealt with the noncompliant recycler after
reviewing the state law with
GRA resources.

In some cases, we
understand that this is a
sensitive local matter.
Recently, the GRA, on behalf
of a frustrated member,
handled the situation on
their behalf with local law
enforcement.

Feel free to reach out to us on
this issue if you like. Yet
another reason why
membership in the GRA is so
essential to your company
and the industry statewide.

Stay Connected!
Last year, the GRA transitioned to a new association software
to better serve the membership. The software allows each
company’s primary contact to customize the information
posted on the directory and include other employees to
receive communications from the association.
Log in to your account and confirm your profile information.
You can add or subtract company employees to your account.

Our team can also reach out
to members of the General
Assembly in the specific area
if necessary.
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Bring a New Member
to the GRA
Receive a WalMart Gift Card
valued at 10% of the new
member's dues.

Refer a new member
The new member signs up and pays for 2021.
You will receive a WalMart Gift Card
valued at 10% of the new member's dues.

VALUED AT
$100 - $1,100
RENEW BY:
March 15, 2021
inorder to continue
receiving member
benefits &
communications

Log in and view your invoice:
Georgia Recyclers Association
Management Page

Members Corner
Events
Directory
Newsletters

Check Out the
Members Page for
Updates and Resources

Document Library
Contact Info

DID YOU KNOW?
The Recycling Process of ferrous and non-ferrous metals saves our natural
resources and energy thus helping the environment.
Aluminum, copper, lead, zinc, nickel and tin – and precious metals such as gold,
platinum and silver are all classified as such.
Through this organization, it is our intent to educate, communicate, network and
support each other on the issues that are critical to our continued success in
Georgia

Do you and your accounting department have our correct address on file?
We changed our mail box location last year and have closed down the old mailing
address. We don't want your checks to get lost in the mail.

What you need to know
The Georgia Recyclers Association receives
a generous allocation each year from the
Southeast Chapter of ISRI towards our
government affairs representation expense.
The GRA is very grateful for this support as
well as the support of ISRI staff. If you are
not an ISRI member, we hope that you will
consider a membership.

For more information on the benefits of ISRI
membership, please visit:
ISRI Membership
ISRI Membership Southeast Chapter
Brianna Giati:
bgiati@isri.org
Steve Noack:
steven.noack@novelis.adityabirla.com

GRA Board
Bobby Triesch, President
SA Recycling

Jeff Cammllarie, Vice President
Amerigo Metal Recycling

Rick Gates, Secretary/Treasurer
Fortune Metals

Chip Koplin, Immediate Past President
Schnitzer Steel Industries

Georgia Recyclers Association
5665 GA Hwy 9
Suite 102-B #346
Alpharetta, GA 30004
GRA Members Page
garecyclers.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rickey Wilkes
Recyclers-R-Resources

David Lipton
Schnitzer Steel Industries

Sam Bacon
Browns Mill Recycling

Contact Us:
Bobby Triesch, President

Gary Kamp
Metro Alloys

GARecyclersPres@gmail.com

Bart Cohen
Perian Rogers, Executive Director
GarecyclersExec@gmail.com

Pull A Part

